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Notice of Objection submitted during the 15 
day objections period 

Independent 
Adjudicator (IA) 

DISMISS (spurious 
claims; incorrect 
format; no evidence) 

Objectors have 5 days to submit 
new/amended Notice of 

Objection 

Notify CB, objectors, subject 
fishery, publish on MSC 

website (Publication Date) 
Request further 

clarification 

DISMISS 

ACCEPT 

ACCEPT 

Within 15 days of Publication Date, fishery and 
other stakeholders previously involved in 

assessment may submit written comment on 
matters in Notice of Objection 

10 day consultation period between 
IA, objectors, fishery, CB 

CB reconsiders Final Report and 
Determination within 20 days of 
Publication Date; provide written 

response to Notice 

Objection issues 
CAN be resolved Final Report and 

Determination 
revised/amended 

by CB 
Objection issues 

CANNOT be 
resolved END 

ADJUDICATION 

IA issues decision 
in writing 

IA gives notice to proceed to 
adjudication: within 30 days the 

IA convenes an oral hearing 
(unless agreed otherwise) 

Fishery, objector(s), CB may 
submit written representations on 
matters of the objection no later 
than 5 days before the hearing 

IA evaluates objection based on 
the Record; additional 
information relevant to 

Determination 

REMAND 
Determination to CB 

IA issues Remand instructions:  
CB has ~10 days to respond 

CONFIRM 
Determination 

by CB 

Proposed 
changes to 

justification of 
score; change 

in score 

NO change 
CB responds: parties to 

objection may comment on 
remand or response by CB 

within 5 days  
IA accepts 

response as 
adequate to meet 

matters in Remand IA makes determination 
within 10 days of CB 

response  IA confirms original or 
amended 

Determination  
IA determines objection shall be 

upheld CB amends Final 
Report/Determination.   

END 

END 
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Notes: 

1. The diagram above is intended to represent the MSC Objections Procedure. If any interpretive 
issues arise in relation to the diagram, the text of the MSC Objections Procedure will prevail in 
all instances. 

2. Days means working days.  
3. Where the time limits prescribed in this procedure do not account for statutory holidays in 

countries where involved stakeholders reside, the Independent Adjudicator will have the 
discretion to allow an extension of time limits so that all parties have the nominated number of 
days in which to respond. 

 
 

http://www.msc.org/get-certified/fisheries/assessment/objections

