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How to use this document 

Part 1 – normative requirements (new) 

1 Updating certificates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.msc.org/docs/default-source/default-document-library/for-business/program-documents/chain-of-custody-supporting-documents/msc-ecert-database-user-manual-for-cabs---fisheries-v7-0.pdf?sfvrsn=2581e28d_12
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2 Triggering expedited audits 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

https://www.timeanddate.com/date/dateadd.html
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Part 2: Guidance to the Covid-19 derogation 

1 Why has this derogation been issued?  

2 Will all fishery certificate be extended by 6 months? 

3 Will fishery certificates that are issued between 27 March 2020 and 27 September 
2020 (i.e. the duration of the derogation) be extended by 6 months?  

4 How will the automatic 6-month fishery certificate extension be implemented in 
ECert? 

5 Do CABs need to submit variation requests to extend certificates, associated 
timelines and audit and assessment timelines? 

mailto:fisheries@msc.org
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6 What does the MSC mean by “associated timelines”? 

7 Can recently drafted conditions and milestones be extended by 6-months? (new) 

8 How will the automatic 6-month extension to ‘associated timelines’ be 
implemented? 

9 Which audit and assessment activities are affected by the derogation and what 
does the MSC mean by “audit and assessment timelines”? 
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10 How should CABs record and communicate assessment and surveillance audit 
timeline extensions? (updated) 
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11 Where variation requests to extend deadlines and timelines have been submitted 
and accepted, does the 6-month extension apply to ‘new’ deadlines and timelines 
granted by variation requests? 

12 Can CABs conduct assessments or surveillance audits in the next 6-months? 
(updated) 

mailto:standards@msc.org
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13 If a CAB is conducting an initial assessment, and the site visit is conducted 
remotely before 27 September 2020 should CABs also conduct an in-person site 
visit when the derogation has been lifted? (new) 

14 If the fishery certificate holder decides to proceed with ongoing and/or planned 
assessment and surveillance audit activities, do they still get a 6-month extension 
on their certificate and associated deadlines? 
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15 Can assessment and surveillance audit activities that are planned for beyond 6-
months (i.e. after 27th September 2020) be delayed?  

16 Can CABs start an assessment or surveillance audit in the next 6-months and then 
delay the assessment or surveillance audit activities? 

17 Can CABs extend fishery certificates, associated timelines and audit and 
assessment timelines by more than 6-months?  

18 Are all surveillance audits affected by the derogation?  

19 The FCP already allows for a 6-month deviation for surveillance audits. How is the 
derogation implemented with respect to FCP v2.1 7.28.8.1?  
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20 Can CABs conduct surveillance audits in the next 6 months? (new) 

21 If a CAB proceeds with the next surveillance audit as planned, are condition 
milestones still extended? If so, how should CABs evaluate progress against a 
condition? (new) 

22 If a CAB proceeds with the next surveillance audit as planned, but condition 
milestones are extended by 6-months, what is the scope of the surveillance audit? 
(new) 

23 If a CAB proceeds with the next surveillance audit as planned, but condition 
milestones are extended by 6-months, how should the CAB align surveillance 
audits and condition milestones for the remainder of the certificate? (new) 



Guidance for MSC Fisheries CABs relating to the Covid-19 Derogation v3.0 
 

 

24 Are four surveillance audits still needed before a fishery certificate expires? 

25 If a surveillance audit is delayed for 6 months, can the CAB carry out some 
activities remotely now and complete the audit with the onsite activities later after 
the derogation for remote audits has been lifted? (new) 

26 Can CABs still suspend fishery certificates?  
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27 How does the derogation affect harmonised fisheries and harmonisation activities? 

28 How are ongoing objections affected by the derogation? 

29 How has the MSC communicated to fishery certificate holders and stakeholders 
about the derogation.  

30 Will the effective dates for the Fisheries Certification Process v2.2 be delayed? 
(new) 

31 Will the participation of fishery auditors-in-training in remote assessments be 
accepted as the fulfilment of the qualification requirements for new auditors? (new) 

https://www.msc.org/media-centre/briefings-statements/covid-19-six-month-pause-assessment-certification
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32 NEW: How does the derogation affect the anniversary date of the existing 
certificate in FCP  7.25.1 and 7.30.1 (new)? 

33 NEW: If CABs and clients proceeded with reassessments and the PCR is ready for 
publication months in advance of the certificate expiry date when should the PCR 
be published and when should the new certificate be issued? 
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Appendix 1: Temporary amendment to the Ecert Fisheries Manual 
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