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The following information will be used to define what group of fishers will be assessed (evaluated by the assessment team against the MSC standard), and whether all or part of that group would be certified (listed on the certificate and allowed to sell certified product) if the assessment is successful. The group of fishers that will be assessed is known as the Unit(s) of Assessment (the full assessed fishery may be made up of more than one unit). The group of fishers that would be certified is known as the Unit(s) of Certification. The reason these groups can differ is that often, interest in being certified spreads to other fishers over time. If these fishers are part of the assessed group, they can be added to the certificate later (under a certificate sharing agreement with the original certificate holders) without having to do a separate assessment.
Table 1: What group is to be assessed, and what group would be certified if successful.
	1
	Client name

	

	2
	Species/Stock to be Assessed

	· This is the candidate species which would be eligible to carry the MSC logo, if demonstrated to meet the MSC standard.
· Include the Latin and Common Names


	3
	What are the fishing gear(s) (and, if relevant, vessel type(s)) to be assessed, which are used to catch the assessed candidate species?

	· Gear type is based on the physical configuration rather than how the gear is deployed

	4
	What are the flag states of the vessels which are to be assessed?

	

	5
	In which national jurisdictions do these vessels operate when catching catch the species being assessed? 

	

	6
	Which landing ports are to be included in the assessment? 

	

	7
	Is the entire fleet described in 2 – 6 to be assessed?  If not, define the fishing fleets, or groups of vessels, or individual fishing operators to be assessed.  Include any defining characteristics of them which you wish to be assessed? (e.g. code of conduct, gear innovations)

	

	8
	Proposed Fishery name for MSC Assessment

	· Country/Region + species + gear
· See Track a Fishery website (fisheries.msc.org) for examples.
The CAB will help you to refine the name of your fishery using MSC requirements.



Table 2
	The following questions will define who will be eligible to sell fish with the MSC Ecolabel if the fishery is certified

	7
	If certified, do you (i.e. the certificate owner) wish all vessels meeting the definition above to be eligible to use the certificate, at the time of certification and for the whole certification period?
	Yes/No

	8
	If “no” to the above, define the to which entities or groups you wish to limit the certification.

	· E.g The assessment may include all fishers on a stock with a specific gear type but the applicant may wish to restrict the certificate to specific operators, companies or vessels.
· Provide a description which identifies this group, or a list of vessels



Table 3 Scope Confirmation
	1
	Is the target species to be assessed a bird, mammal, reptile or amphibian?
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information here

	2
	Do the vessels of the UoA use poisons or explosives?
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information here

	3
	Is the activity of the UoA conducted under a controversial unilateral exemption to an international agreement?
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information here

	4
	Has the applicant (or any entity included) been convicted for a forced or child labour violation in the last 2 years.
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information here

	5
	Are there outstanding disputes of substantial magnitude involving a significant number of interests (or a lack of mechanism for resolving such disputes)?
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information here

	6
	Is the population of the candidate species enhanced in any way (e.g restocking, catch and grow, habitat modifications)
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information here

	7
	Is the candidate species an introduced or non-native species?
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information here

	8
	Does the UoA include any vessel that has been implicated in the conviction of a “serious crime” (e.g. illegal fishing, transnational organised crime, trafficking of people, trafficking of unauthorised goods, piracy)
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information here

	9
	Does the UoA include any vessel that has been implicated in a conviction for a shark-finning violation in the last 2 years.
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information here

	10
	Are any other species inseparable or practically inseparable from the candidate species when the catch is landed? 
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information

	11
	Is the species to be assessed a bird, mammal, reptile or amphibian?
	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	If yes, provide additional information



[bookmark: _Toc241083567]Information relevant to the Fisheries Standard requirements
The information provided in this section is critical to ensure that the assessment team has the evidence needed to evaluate the fishery against the requirements of the MSC Fisheries Standard. The assessment team cannot conclude that the fishery meets a requirement unless they are provided with enough relevant evidence to support that conclusion in the assessment report. The evidence provided should include information sources such as links, references, data, and/or key contacts who could be expected to provide such resources to the team.
If defining characteristics have been included in the definition of the fishery (table 1 question 7), include any evidence to verify adoption and effectiveness of those.
[bookmark: _Toc241083568] Management of the Fishery
[bookmark: _Toc241083569][bookmark: _Toc241083570][bookmark: _Toc241083571][bookmark: _Toc241083572][bookmark: _Toc241083573][bookmark: _Toc241083574][bookmark: _Toc241083575][bookmark: _Toc241083576][bookmark: _Toc241083577][bookmark: _Toc241083578][bookmark: _Toc241083579][bookmark: _Toc241083580][bookmark: _Toc241083581][bookmark: _Toc241083582][bookmark: _Toc241083583][bookmark: _Toc241083584][bookmark: _Toc241083585][bookmark: _Toc241083586][bookmark: _Toc241083587][bookmark: _Toc241083588][bookmark: _Toc241083589][bookmark: _Toc241083590][bookmark: _Toc241083591][bookmark: _Toc241083592][bookmark: _Toc241083593][bookmark: _Toc241083594][bookmark: _Toc241083595][bookmark: _Toc241083596][bookmark: _Toc241083597][bookmark: _Toc241083598][bookmark: _Toc241083599]
	Provide information about who manages the fishery and how they work together in the overall management system.

	1	The roles and responsibilities of the organisations involved in managing/governing the fishery, including any relevant cooperation among them.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	2.	The major laws, policies, and regulations relevant to the governance of the fishery, including their objectives as relevant and how any legal disputes are resolved. 

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	3.	Processes for decision-making related to the management of the fishery, including any consultation, public input, or other means of participation and any relevant objectives that guide decision-making.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	4.	Processes for monitoring and enforcing compliance, including how sanctions deter non-compliance.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	5.	Reviews of the processes and/or performance of the management system.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	



Ecosystem Monitoring	

	Provide information about how the impacts of the fishery on the ecosystem are monitored and managed.

	1.	What species are caught, whether intentionally or not, and how that information is collected and verified.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	2.	Management plans or actions to measure and control the impact of the fishery on species caught/impacted, including reducing discarding or increasing the survival of discards.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	3.	What types of habitats or other key ecosystem features are in the area in which the fishery operates, and the potential for the gear used by the fishery to have an impact on them.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	4.	Management plans or actions to measure and control the impact of the fishery on habitats or other key ecosystem features.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	5.	Management plans or actions to mitigate the risk and/or impact of gear loss.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	6.	Management policies to prohibit shark finning, including fins-naturally-attached or non-retention policies, and enforcement of these policies.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	7.	Research plans or studies conducted on, or relevant to, the fishery.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
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Health of the impacted ecosystem 

	Provide information about the health or status of the parts of the ecosystem impacted by the fishery (for any or all of the relevant species, habitats, etc. identified as impacted by the fishery in the prior section).

	1.	Any designation of a population/species as endangered, threatened, or protected due to a concern for its health or status, including any specific management plans for its recovery or protection.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	2.	Estimates of annual catches (including discards), interaction rates, or another measure of the absolute or relative impact of the fishery on the species/population.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	3.	Any monitoring survey reports or other analyses of population size or trend.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	4.	Any population assessments or other analyses to determine status and/or a reference point for status (i.e. a benchmark level representing a healthy or unhealthy state).

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	5.	Any estimate of fishery impact on habitats, including maps of the fishing footprint as relevant.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	6.	Any assessments or indicators of ecosystem or habitat health.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
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Stocks to be Assessed 
	Provide information about the stocks to be assessed if the information is not already in the prior sections

	1.	How catch data including discards are collected and verified, for not only the fishery under assessment but also all other sources of removals from the same stock, including targeted fishing and bycatch.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	2.	Stock assessments, including formal or informal approaches as relevant to the management of the fishery.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	3.	Management plans or regulations to control the level of harvest, by not only the fishery under assessment but also all other fisheries on the same stock.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	4.	Details regarding how the harvest level changes in response to changes in stock status/health.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	5.	Whether the stock is a key prey species which many predators in the ecosystem depend on for much of their diet, including any studies to estimate the needs of those predators.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
	

	6.	Processes for internal or external review of the management and monitoring in place, including stock assessments and potential ways to further reduce unwanted catch.

	Links
	

	References
	

	Data
	

	Key contacts / Organisations
	

	Additional Comments
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Please complete Table 15 with information on traceability systems and processes to ensure that any product carrying the MSC logo comes from fishers defined in both tables 1 & 2.  Provide information for each of the factors set out in the tables. This information will be used to check whether product is eligible to enter certified Chains of Custody.
At this stage the definition of the Unit(s) of Assessment (UoA) and Unit(s) of Certification (UoC) may not have been finalised. We therefore request information relating to the ability to segregate and identify catch by gear type, species and catch area.
Fish caught outside of the established geographic area used to define the Unit of Certification is non-certified and cannot be misidentified as such. It is important that the fishery has processes in place that allow fish caught outside of the geographic scope of the certificate is kept segregated from certified catch.  
This risk can be mitigated by including effective storage systems on board vessels (i.e. use of different holds with appropriate signage (identification mechanisms), sealing catch in identifiable boxes, double netting catch, etc.), by prohibiting fishing activity taking place in certain areas altogether, or by prohibiting fishing activity taking place in multiple areas on a given fishing trip. 
Verification that these measures are in place will require the CAB to view how segregation and identification is achieved on board vessels either in person or through sharing photographs/video recordings and/or recording how prohibition of specific activity (i.e. multiple trip locations/ban of fishing in certain areas) is enforced alongside proof that enforcement occurs.  
Table 8
	If covered by information provided elsewhere in the checklist, cross reference as needed.

	1
	Describe/illustrate how fish and/or fish product moves between harvest and landing (These are Critical Tracking Events)
Each unique instance of product being transformed or transferred is considered a Critical Tracking Event and requires data to be captured as documented evidence that the integrity of the product in question is intact. Critical tracking events within the fishery certificate could include fishing/harvesting, at-sea processing, transhipment, offloading at landing.
Every event where product is moved from one location to another, whether it changes hands or not, comes with inherent risk of mixing, substitution and misidentification – this can jeopardise the integrity of the MSC program.

	Fishing vessel→ (Capture, Storage, Grading, Sorting, Processing, Transhipment) →    Landing 

	2
	Describe how fish/fish products are identified and segregated from fish/fish products from other Units of Certification and from fish/fish products that are not part of the assessment.

	How this is achieved from the point fish is caught through to the point of landing.

	3
	Identify all locations where fish/fish products are landed and the activities that take place at each site.

	

	4
	Describe what information on species, catch area and gear type is generated and passed between harvest and sale.
For each Critical Tracking Event described in Section 1, confirm which Key Data Elements are captured.

	

	5
	Describe how this information is disseminated from the point of capture to the point of sale (i.e. logbooks (electronic or otherwise), catch slip, landing slip, etc.)

	

	6
	Will the vessels in the fishery ever use gear types that will not be part of the assessment?
	Yes/No

	6a
	Describe how often this occurs (e.g. on the same trip, on the same vessels, or during the same season)
	Skip if no to 6

	6b
	Describe the process in place to ensure that catch is kept physically segregated based on gear type on board vessels.
	Skip if no to 6

	6c
	Describe the process in place to ensure that catch is kept physically segregated based on gear type at points of landing.
	Skip if no to 6

	7
	Will vessels in the UoA also fish in catch areas that will not be part of the assessment?
	Yes/No

	7a
	Describe how often this occurs (e.g. on the same trip, or during the same season)
	Skip if no to 7

	7b
	Describe the process in place to ensure that catch is kept physically segregated based on catch location on board vessels.
	Skip if no to 7

	7c
	Describe the process in place to ensure that catch is kept physically segregated based on catch location at points of landing.
	Skip if no to 7

	8
	Do vessels from outside the UoA ever fish on the same stock?
	Yes/No

	8a
	Describe how often this occurs (e.g. on the same trip, or during the same season)
	Skip if no to 8

	8b
	Describe the process in place to ensure that catch is kept physically segregated based on vessel(s) of origin at points of landing.
	Skip if no to 9=8

	9
	Does processing ever happen at sea?
	Yes/No

	9a
	What processing this is, e.g. heading and gutting, sorting, filleting, canning.
	Skip if no to 9

	9b
	Does any sorting or grading happen at sea?
	Skip if no to 9

	9c
	How can products be identified be achieved during and after processing?
	Skip if no to 9

	9d
	Describe the documentation that is maintained to verify these processes and confirm it’s available for review
	Skip if no to 9

	10
	Does transhipment occur in the fishery under assessment?
	Yes/No

	10a
	When does the transhipment occur (e.g. at sea, in-port, at high seas)
	Skip if no to 10

	10b
	What proportion of the total catch harvested by the fishery is subject to transhipment activity? 
	Skip if no to 10

	10c
	Describe the systems and oversight in place to ensure product is segregated and identifiable before, during and after transhipment
	Skip if no to 10

	11
	Are similar species or same species (i.e. from other stocks) caught together with the fish under assessment.
	Yes/No

	11a
	What are the similar/same species caught?
	Skip if no to 11

	11b
	To what extent are they segregated from the fish being assessed?
	Skip if no to 11

	11c
	Does segregation happen at sea or at/after landing?
	Skip if no to 11

	11d
	If not segregated, what proportion of the overall haul do they comprise.
	Skip if no to 11
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What helpful information can you provide to the certifiers?
[bookmark: _Toc241083786]Stock status data
What is it?
This is information about the condition of all stocks being fished and how this is monitored. Where there is an MSC fishery certified or in assessment on the same stock as this fishery, information from this/these assessment(s) may be useful to include as well.
What do assessment teams need to see?
· Assessment teams need to know the reference points that are used to evaluate stock status and/or fishing mortality, how they were calculated, and the status of the stock in relation to these reference points. This is usually available in stock assessment reports.
· Assessment teams need to know how the stock is being monitored, including the details of any scientific models, the data that goes into them and how the fishery uses this information for management.
· Assessment teams need similar data on species caught by the fishery other than the species under MSC assessment, even if not specifically targeted by the fishery, to ensure that they are not being adversely affected by fishing effort. This includes both weight of species caught and an indication of how this relates to the overall population status of that species.
· If the species forms a low proportion of the total catch by weight (less than 5%), you may not need to consider it in as much detail, unless the species is known to be less resilient to fishing pressure (generally long lived, low fecundity species such as most sharks).
What if you don’t have this information?
If reference points are not defined for the fishery or if formal data to assess stock status are not available, another method of assessment called the Risk-Based Framework (RBF) may be used by the assessment team, either for the stock under certification or for other species impacted by the fishery. In this case, some data over time on the catch, effort, CPUE, fish length and age indexes, sex ratio, catch composition, species distribution, etc. may be used instead as indicators (proxy data) to identify and score the most vulnerable aspect affected by the fishing activity.
[bookmark: _Toc241083787]Details of harvest strategy and harvest control rules
What is it?
This refers to the mechanisms used by the fishery to moderate its fishing effort should it become apparent that current levels of fishing effort are causing stock levels to decline.

What do assessment teams need to see?
· External regulations (such as quota limits, effort limitations, minimum sizes, gear restrictions and technical measures, etc.) that aim to control the exploitation of the stocks.
· Internal rules and triggers for modifying fishing effort when data available suggest that current levels are too great.
· Records of how this is monitored and when/how it has been enforced/followed in the past.
· This information is explicitly needed for the stock(s) under assessment but will also be useful for other stocks caught by the fishery, whether targeted, retained or discarded. 
[bookmark: _Toc241083788]Ecosystem management strategy data
What is it?
This is the strategy used by fishery management to monitor and moderate the effect that its fishing effort has on the wider ecosystem in which it operates.

What do assessment teams need to see?
· Records of the internal and/or external restrictions placed upon the fishery to monitor its impact upon the following: 
· Bycatch/Discarded species.
· Endangered, Threatened or Protected (ETP) and out-of-scope (OOS) species.
· Habitats.
· Wider ecosystem.
· Information about the actions taken by the fishery to control these impacts (e.g. closed areas, gear selection, gear modifications, fishing time/place/season, etc.).
· Details of how impacts are monitored (e.g., logbooks, observer reports, VMS/AIS, self-sampling, scientific monitoring and mapping programmes, ecosystem empirical research and/or modelling, etc.).
· Details of species legally protected in the fishery’s country or area of operation (e.g. national protected species lists; this may include marine mammals, reptiles, birds, fish or shellfish).
· Information about how the fishery deals with and tries to minimise, mortality of unwanted catches. 
· Any information about unobserved mortality (e.g. as a result of gear loss, illegal fishing, injury/stress from fishing resulting in mortality).
Catch and effort data
What is it?
This is a record of what is caught by the fishery and the amount of fishing effort required to catch it (e.g. number of fishing trips taken per vessel, number of days per trip, distance covered, gear used (when and where), number of traps/hooks/lines, length of fishing net, etc.).
What do assessment teams need to see?
Records of the following catch and fishing effort data: 
· Target species (species that will be assessed against the MSC Fisheries Standard).
· Retained species (other than MSC-assessed species).
· Discards/slipped catches.
· Endangered, Threatened or Protected and Out-of-Scope species.

Governance and policy information
What is it?
Here, the MSC Fisheries Standard refers to the wider legal framework within which the fishery operates. There may be a formal legal framework (international and/or national policies, laws and regulations), and/or there may be a customary framework (including customs and traditions that are protected by law).
What do assessment teams need to see?
· Local, national and international laws, regulations and agreements that govern any element of the fishery process, information on how the fishery ensures that it meets these requirements, and evidence of compliance.
· Any policy documents or management plans that provide guidance to the fishery management system.  
· List of organisations or groups involved in, or potentially impacted by, the fishery and information on how these stakeholders (including the fishery client) can participate in the fishery management or policy-making system. (Note: a list of stakeholders may have already been prepared as part of the pre-assessment.)
Fishery-specific management system information
What is it?
This is a fishery’s own management policy related directly to how the fishery operates. This could be a fishery management plan or other policy document relating to the fishery directly, whether at local, national or regional level and/or policies and statements of objectives from commercial stakeholders. This also includes information on the day-to-day operation of the fishery (e.g. decision making, monitoring, control and surveillance, review of the management system). 
What do assessment teams need to see?
· Policies or statements of objectives relating to the fishery.
· Details of monitoring, control and surveillance system at sea and quayside (e.g. at-sea inspection, quayside inspections, cross-checking of logbook and landings data, observers, VMS, CCTV, etc.). This includes details of any infractions by the client fishery and how these were dealt with. (Note: minor accidental infractions are not likely to be an issue for MSC certification; for major infractions, show how the operation of the fishery has been adapted to ensure that there is no repeat.)
· Details of how the fishery is kept informed about regulations (e.g. information from authorities or protection officers, instructions to skippers, etc.).
Data-deficient fishery information
What is it?
If you have been informed by your CAB that your fishery will be, or might be, assessed against the Risk-Based Framework (RBF) for some aspects, you will be required to provide different types of information to assist the team.
 What do assessment teams need to see?
· Management arrangements in place together with any specific strategies such as bycatch reduction of species recovery strategies. 
· Descriptions of any monitoring strategies in place, including at-sea observer programmes (coverage, duration, objectives).
· Maps of:
· The distribution of fishing effort within the jurisdictional boundaries of the fishery.
· The distribution of all fishing effort on the target stock outside the fishery being certified.
· Species, habitat and community distributions (including depth ranges).
· The level of overlap between the species, habitat, ecosystem and the fishery’s gear.
· Information needed for scoring the consequence of fishing activity on the species and/or habitats. Information for consideration of four components is needed: population size, reproductive capacity, age/size/sex structure and geographic range. For example, for population size, information on the impact of the fishery on the size or growth rate of the population and any difference between natural variability is required. Stakeholders will provide feedback for each, and where information does not exist, a high-risk score will be given. 
[bookmark: _Toc241083789]Product eligibility
· MSC certified product must be traceable back to each individual UoC to be eligible to be sold as certified.
· The systems and documents in place to allow for this must be described.
· The risks of substitution with product caught outside the UoC(s) also needs to be considered. This requires:
· Identifying and documenting where risks of mixing or substitution exist within the fishery.
· If these risks exist, explaining how they are addressed or mitigated by the systems in place.
· First buyers will also need to know how information on the UoC(s) of each fish/fish product batch entering the supply chain will be provided to them so they know which batches can bear an MSC claim/ecolabel.



[bookmark: _Toc241083790]Template information and copyright
The Marine Stewardship Council’s ‘Client Document Checklist v2.2’ and its content is copyright of “Marine Stewardship Council” - © “Marine Stewardship Council” 2022. All rights reserved.
The CAB shall delete the table below:
Table 17: Template version control
	Version
	Date of publication
	Description of amendment

	1.0
	08 October 2014
	Date of issue

	2.0
	17 December 2018
	Release alongside Fisheries Certification Process v2.1

	2.01
	28 March 2019
	Minor document change for usability

	2.1
	25 March 2020
	Release alongside Fisheries Certification Process v2.2

	2.2
	26 October 2022
	Release alongside Fisheries Certification Process v2.3 and v3.0



A controlled document list of MSC program documents is available on the MSC website (https://www.msc.org/for-business/certification-bodies/supporting-documents).
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