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Ocean Stewardship Fund 2026-27
Science and Research Fund: Expression of Interest Form

The Marine Stewardship Council (MSC) is welcoming Expressions of Interest for research proposals that contribute to reducing the impacts of fisheries on endangered, threatened and protected (ETP) species.

Research must be applicable to at least one specified MSC certified fishery in strengthening its environmental sustainability. Preference will be given to proposals that have the potential to benefit multiple fisheries, generating knowledge and solutions that will accelerate best practice across the wider MSC Program and fisheries sector.

ETP species continue to present significant sustainability challenges across global fisheries. Fisheries may face challenges in understanding the nature and extent of interactions with ETP species, assessing impacts, identifying effective mitigation measures and supporting their implementation across fisheries and management systems.

Projects may include activities such as:
· Filling critical evidence gaps relevant to understanding and managing fishery impacts on ETP species, including improving knowledge of the spatial and temporal distribution of interactions, bycatch risk, and the effectiveness of management and mitigation measures. 
· Developing and testing new tools, methods or techniques that support monitoring, assessment or management of ETP interactions, or testing applications of existing technology, methods or tools in new fisheries or environmental contexts – provided that the applicant can demonstrate how these solutions will enable practical management action to reduce ETP impacts. Such solutions may include AI-enabled monitoring systems, risk-mapping approaches, electronic monitoring technologies, or data-sharing solutions.
· Testing and validating practical management solutions, including innovative fishing gear, operational modifications, exclusion devices, deterrent technologies and other mitigation approaches that may reduce bycatch and broader impacts on ETP species.
· Developing and evaluating decision-support tools and approaches that help fishers, managers and other stakeholders identify, avoid and mitigate interactions with ETP species while supporting safe, efficient and sustainable fishing operations.
· Supporting the uptake and application of best practice, including decision-support tools, guidance, implementation frameworks and stakeholder-led approaches that facilitate adoption across multiple fisheries, including the sharing, adaptation and application of existing tools, technologies and knowledge in new contexts.

Applications that are most competitive will typically demonstrate:
· The potential to generate benefits beyond a single fishery.
· A credible pathway to informing fisheries management, management decision-making or industry best practice.
· The potential for uptake or application across multiple fisheries, regions or management systems.
· Strong value for money.
· Strong match funding or co-funding.

The Fund is less likely to support projects that:
· Primarily generate academic knowledge without a clear pathway to practical application.
· Focus solely on a single fishery (e.g. shark tagging projects to close data conditions) with limited broader relevance.
· Lack a clear route to uptake, implementation or use by fisheries, managers or other stakeholders.
· Collect data without demonstrating how the resulting evidence will inform decision-making or management approaches 
· Only test solutions in laboratory or experimental environments

Full details of this Request for Proposals are available on the MSC Science and Research Fund page.  

Once completed, please submit this Expression of Interest Form (2 pages maximum), along with the required supporting document, to OSF@msc.org by 23:59 UTC on 18 October 2026.


Proposal Title:  
Lead Organisation: [name, type of organisation] 
Lead Applicant: [name, title, position, email] 
Date: 
Total Funding Requested:

Background: ¼ page 
[Explain the issue, need or gap your proposal addresses and support this with relevant context/evidence. Also explain how this project links to the theme of “Reducing impacts of fisheries on ETP species”.] 

Objectives and Expected Outcomes: ¼ page 
[List the objectives and expected outcomes of your project.] 

Activities and Timeline: ½ page 
[Describe the main activities of your proposal and provide a rough timeline for the significant milestones. Also include here details of any partners if applicable.] 

Fisheries: ¼ page 
[Provide a list of the names and details of any fisheries that would directly participate in this project and their certification status if known. Also define the types of fishery that would benefit from your proposal i.e. species, scales, geographies, modes of operation.] 

Pathway to Implementation: ¼ page 
[Explain how your proposal will lead to uptake or the application of solutions that reduce fisheries’ impact on ETP species e.g. by informing fisheries management, management decision-making or industry best practice.] 

Match Funding: ¼ page 
[Provide details, including amounts, of any match funding that is contingent on the success of this proposal and explain how the SRF grant would help to secure additional funding for the research proposed.] 


Declarations:

Do any individuals involved with this Application have a relationship with the MSC?
[For example, are they on the MSC Board, Stakeholder Advisory Council, Technical Advisory Board or Peer Review College, or are they MSC employees or relatives of employees/trustees, current contractors etc.?]

☐ I confirm that the Lead Organisation on this proposal has capacity to enter into a legally binding Grant Agreement and would host the grant funds if this proposal is successful.

☐ I confirm that I have read and understood the OSF Privacy Policy (details of which can be found in the Request For Proposals document on the Science and Research Fund web page).


Supporting documents:

☐ Please attach official documentation confirming the Lead Organisation’s legal status.
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